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The recession is forcing smaller and mid-sized businesses to cut back on IT security, even though most companies expect security threats to increase. 

PC World says this is according to a survey by security software company GFI, which found that 37% of SMEs regarded security as an area of minimal investment - or one that could be cut if necessary. Not only that, notes a PC World report, the SMEs often have the wrong target, with four times as many of them seeing external threats as the most pressing for any company. According to the survey, 78% see external attacks as the biggest threat, whereas a company's own employees can do much more damage. According to a recent survey from the Ponemon Institute, six out of 10 employees stole company data after leaving their jobs, while McAfee calculated that the total economic losses from insider security breaches reached $1trn last year. Announcing the results of the survey, GFI CEO Walter Scott said employers had an unrealistic expectation that none of its employees would betray the company.
Full PC World report 


