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With the Government’s recently unveiled National
Security Strategy making special reference to the
growing threat now facing Britain from cyberspace, IT
security may finally be winning the official recognition
\ and credence it merits, writes Harriet Knox.

the government has been announcing all sorts of public spending

cuts and tax hikes lately. Something about a global financial crisis
of frightening proportions forcing us into enormous and unprecedented
levels of debt. OK. Whatever.

At any rate, with Gorgeous George and Co. tightening the purse strings
and paring expenditure down to an absolute minimum, it looks as though
things are going be a bit tight for a while. Which is why we were perhaps
just a tad surprised to hear that, following the National Security Council’s
recent announcement of the new National Security Strategy (and hot
on the heels on the government’s much-vaunted and debated Spending
Review), an extra £500m has been earmarked to bolster cyber security.

Is the government at last getting truly strategically serious about tech
security then? Apparently.

Coming in the wake of another report (this one into the specific dangers
of cyber crime, terrorism, and warfare), itself unveiled ahead of the Review,
the news drew supporting comment from both Home Secretary Theresa
May, and her counterpart in the Foreign Office, William Hague.

Comparing online crime with international terrorism, May admitted that
attacks on computer networks are now among the biggest emerging
threats to the UK. The Foreign Secretary meanwhile, who spoke about
focusing on the protection of key infrastructure and defence assets, said

m ‘m not sure if you've heard anything about it at all, but apparently
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UNTIL RECENTLY, YOU
OULDN'T EVEN REPORT
OMPUTER CRIME TO
HE NATIONAL HI-TECH
CRIME UNIT (NHTCU) —
’OU HAD TO GO TO A

| OCAL POLICE STATION
AND HOPE THE
OFFICER AT THE DESK
KNEW WHAT YOU

ERE TALKING ABOUT.
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